
Thunderbird earns “A” rank, 
top 16% of schools in Arizona
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Thunderbird High School is pleased to 
announce that according to preliminary 
results, we have been designated an “A” 
school by the State of Arizona.  You may 
have read in the paper that fewer than 300 
schools statewide received A’s under the 
Department of Education’s new ranking 
system.  This accounts for just under 16% 
of schools in the state.  

For high schools, about one-half of the 
grade depends on how well students per-
formed on AZ Merit.  The other half of the 
calculation includes factors such as gradu-
ation rate and how well schools prepare 
students for college and career.  

We could not be more proud of our stu-
dents, faculty and staff.  This preliminary 
designation is a reflection of the commu-
nity effort we pride ourselves in here at 

Thunderbird.  Each individual on cam-
pus plays a role in any success we enjoy.  
Our teachers are highly qualified, and 
are continuously engaging in profes-
sional development to hone their craft 
and bring every opportunity for aca-
demic success to the classroom.  

Staff members provide the important 
support structures to allow for an op-
timal learning environment, and our 
students are the best!  Thunderbird stu-
dents understand and engage with the 
learning culture.  When you put all of 
this together, success is the natural out-
come.  

Of course, we must recognize the par-
ents, too.  We know our parents en-
courage and inspire their children as 
they navigate the path through high 
school.       

Additionally, we appreciate the over-
whelming support from parents for the 

culture of learning we have established 
here at Thunderbird High School.  

Thank you everyone for your partici-
pation in excellence!

Jeannie Paparella
Principal

Thunderbird administrators Jason Latham, 
Jeannie Paparella, Chris Francis and John 
Pierzchala are proud to be members of the 
Chief family.

Aachievemen t 
above 
all

Thunderbird High School’s best of the best were honored October 18 during the annual Achievement Above All awards 
ceremony. The presentation was made at the Governing Board meeting and recognizes the dedication, service, skills and 

contributions these individuals and groups have made to Thunderbird.

 Alice Starzinski | Volunteer
The volunteer of the year has contributed to 

Thunderbird and the community at large in a num-
ber of ways. Alice Starzinski’s oldest child is a THS 
graduate and her daughter currently attends as a 
senior. Ms. Starzinski has volunteered in a number 
of capacities, including as the Chief Parent Club president and 
chairperson of various fundraisers.

“Alice has been a lifelong contributor to her community through 
volunteering,” Paparella said. She has a gift for organization and 
detail, and makes it look easy. The silent auction and golf tour-
nament fundraisers require months of preparation and chairing 
CPA is untold hours of work. Thunderbird High School is truly 
blessed with parents and community members who consistently 
support our mission to prepare students for life after high school 
through a quality education experience.” 

Maryam Matta | Student
Maryam Matta has overcome many obstacles 

in her life but they haven’t prevented her from 
becoming a top 1 percent student in her class, 
with aspirations to attend medical school. She 
fled her home country of Iraq for Syria in 2006 
and then left Syria for the United States in 
2009. Maryam’s classes include AP physics, AP government, AP Spanish, 
AP calculus BC and AP literature – with a combined average of 97 percent.

This brilliant mind is also a giving person. She is a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society, a tutor, member of the badminton and tennis teams, the 
Book Cub, Go Green Club, Human Society Club and Neuroscience Club.

“By every measure, Maryam is one of the finest students to have attended 
Thunderbird High School. She has made a significant contribution to the 
greatness that Thunderbird High has enjoyed,” Paparella said.

Dani Patten is this year’s Support Staff Em-
ployee of the Year. She has been with Thun-

derbird for four years now 
as an instructional assistant 
with the Read 180 program, 
math and Pride Point learn-
ing center. Dani is known 
for her work ethic, driven by 

pride in her work and her ability to take initia-
tive, Paparella said.

When she’s not in the classroom assisting 
students, Ms. Patten is often out enjoying time 
with her dogs, watching sports or visiting her 
grown children who are attending college on 
opposite sides of the country. 

Donna West taught at Independence 
High School for 15 years before com-
ing over to Thunderbird, where she 
is the senior English and Advanced 
Placement Language and Composition 
teacher. Her responsibilities include 
serving as the department chairperson, 
PLC team lead, AzMERIT tutor, SAT/
ACT prep class teacher, Site Council 
member, Academic Decathlon Coach, 
DAC, Honors and Awards Committee 
and NHS Co-Sponsor.

“My passion involves witnessing stu-
dents, especially ones who claim they 
don’t like to read, get excited or moved 
by the written word,” West said. “On 
our best days, class discussions have a 
synergistic effect, where students deep-
en their level of understanding through 
the comments and ideas of their peers.”

Outdoors Club | Student Group
Thunderbird’s Student Group of the Year recipient is the Out-

doors Club. The group is comprised of about 25 members and 
is sponsored by Joseph Clements. The purpose of the group is to 
encourage healthy experiences for teens in the outdoors. The Out-
doors Club prepares students for the unique challenges found in 

the outdoors.
“In a time where many 

teens spend an excessive 
amount of time and energy 
on electronic devices, this 
group emphasizes exercise, 
camaraderie and an appre-
ciation for nature,” Paparella 
said.

Donna 
West
Teacher

Dani Patten | Support Staff
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The Thunderbird Sensory Integration Pro-
gram visited the Desert Mission Food Bank 
twice a month as a community service outing.  
The students are always very excited about the 
opportunity!  The class is very proud to have 
the chance to be a part of a wonderful pro-
gram that gives back to the local community.

Their service includes creating “Snack Bags” 
for local elementary school students who 
are in need.  This provides those elementary 
school students with food to take home over 
the weekend.

From the Chief Parent Association: 

Todd Ahern
SIP Teacher

Varsity Cheer com-
peted on Nov 11th in 
the co-ed division for 
the AIA State Quali-
fier and qualified for 
the state competition 
that will take place in 
January. 

Varsity is also pre-
paring for three more 
competitions that 
will take place in De-
cember. One of them 
is the United Spirit 
Association regional 
competition that 
qualifies the team to 
go to Nationals in 
Anaheim, CA. 

Cheer qualifies 
for state contest

JAZZ 
& PIE 

IN THE 
SKY

NovEmbEr 
16, 2017

CulINArY 
ArTS & JAZZ 

bANdS

PErformANCE 
& PASTrIES

Band Director Gordon Wiliford led  
the band as they grooved to everything 
from big band to the Super Mario Bros. 
theme song. Culinary held a pie sale, of-
fering many flavors, cooked by the culi-
nary classes, as well as hot cocoa.

Jenn Kekic
Cheer Coach

SIP students give back 
at local food bank  



Happy Holidays from 
Counseling!

DID YOU KNOW?...

 Registration for 
the 2018-19 school 

year is under way! Counsel-
ors have been meeting with 
Freshmen and their parent 

COUNSELINGcorner
to complete their 4-year plan.  
Sophomores just visited Coun-
seling in the past week or two 
to take another look at class se-
lections, and juniors will visit 
their counselor in January for 
their final course registration 
in preparation of the SENIOR 
YEAR!! Parents, be looking for 
registration forms to sign!

Dana Graybeal
Orchestra Director

#WeAreGUHSD
JOIN THE 
MOVEMENT: 

Students of the Month 
Each month, teachers nominate students who showed exemplary behavior and outstanding effort from each 

department. Here are the winning students from August, September and October. 

Eric Smith 
Honors & Awards Chair

Performing 
Arts stun in 
assembly

Student Council brings spirit to Homecoming

ALC
Aug. Lidia Weese
Sept. Steven Badriyah 
Oct. Colin Thrush
 
CTE 
Aug. Tommy Trujillo 
Sept. Silver Sheer 
Oct. Ian Kuckuck
 
ELL 
Aug. Mindy Schilling 
Sept. Andrea Lopez Quintana
Oct. Adolfo Martinez
  
World language
Aug. Abril Chatlak
Sept. Anthony Reyes 
Gonzalez  
Oct. Kaylee Pirehpour-Andrews

language arts  
Aug. Lily Hoke
Sept. Keara Thompson 
Oct. Danielle Zylstra
 
Math  
Aug. Brynna Hood 
Sept. Marie Simon 
Oct. Katharina Huber
 
Physical education 
Aug. Jacqueline Chavira
Sept. Andeus King-Whitehead 
Oct. Jason Archuleta
 
PerforMing arts
Aug. Anthony Billings
Sept. Deborah Lin 
Oct. Kristin Schmaltz
  

ROTC  
Aug. Amy Hosteen
Sept. Austin Roberts 
Oct. Zachary Horak

science
Aug. Alyssa Capko 
Sept. Susie Ayala Vasquez 
Oct. Robert Lowery
 
social studies 
Aug. Samina Bigman
Sept. Ariadna Rodriguez 
Limias 
Oct. Erick Estrada
 
Visual arts 
Aug. Krista Slofer
Sept. Katarina Thompson
Oct. Jessica Nevins

rotary  
Sept. Sophia Diaz  
Oct. Bradley Chesnutt
 
outstanding seniors
Aug. Arvid Veidmark & Maryam Matta
Sept. Bradley Chesnutt & Sophie Alexander
Oct. Haydyn McGeary & Brynna Hood

chief Pride aWard
October: 
Skyllar Pearson
Robert Corrales
Wesley Renollet
Jorge Ortiz Del Valle
Zion Shaw
Sebastian Valdiviezo Valero
Sophia Freestone
Justin Vasquez

chief Pride aWard
September:
Margo Stokebrand
Robert Hingle
Tylee Nururdin
Eli Brackney
Jimmie Buhl
Kaylin Smith
David Hicks
Giovanni Cano
 

The THS Dance Company per-
formed at the annual Performing 
Arts Assembly. This performance 
based assembly allows the danc-
ers to showcase their ability, talent 
and creativity in this special school 
event. The dancers begin work on 
the assembly dances as soon as 
they return to school in August.  
All company dances are student 
choreographed in the advanced 
audition-level class. Along with 
performance and advanced level 
classes, Thunderbird also offers in-
termediate and beginning dance. 
The THS dance program is run as a 
student- centered mentor program, 
giving the students ownership and 
leadership positions in all classes.

Stugo presented Thunderbird with amazing home-
coming festivities. Their mission was to increase spirit 
on campus and hype up the homecoming experience. 
They brought back the traditional homecoming pa-
rade, which was a huge success. Royalty, club and 
sports members were escorted through campus in Ford 
Mustangs as students cheered from the perimeter. The 
carnival before the football game offered competitive 
games and fun prizes. The successful day ended with 
a huge victory over St. Mary’s by the varsity football 
team, with a score of   
49-0. Go Chiefs! 

Seniors, if you need a let-
ter of recommendation, 

please see your counselor 
ASAP to discuss all of the im-
portant details.  Also, if you 
are trying to figure out how 
to pay for college, please fill 
out the FAFSA to see what 
federal assistance you can re-
ceive in terms of grants and 
loans.  Having a completed 
FAFSA on file is the only way 
for colleges to disperse schol-
arships to future students, so it 
is vital to fill it out ASAP! Visit 
https://fafsa.ed.gov/ to fill out 

the FAFSA.

West-Mec Application 
Day will be taking 

place on January 24. If you 
are interested in applying for 
a West-Mec program, please 
see your counselor. You can 
visit www.west-mec.org for 
more information on avail-
able programs. 

Questions? Comments? 
Concerns?  Call Coun-

seling at 623-915-8915 with 
inquiries.
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Public Notification of Nondiscrimination
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its 
programs, services or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect 

of their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Department does not discriminate in enrollment or 
access to any of the programs available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and 
fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to admission or participation 
in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate in its hiring or employment 

practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Dis-
crimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or 

requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated com-
pliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301

Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación:
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, nacionalidad, 

género, edad, o discapacidad de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso 
a ellas, en el tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus operaciones.  GUHSD provee 
el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El departamento de 
Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación ni en el acceso a 

cualquier de sus programas disponibles, como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y 
formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el inglés no será una barrera a la admisión ni 
la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. GUHSD tampoco discrimina en sus 

contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y requerida por el Título VI del Acto de 
Derechos Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la Enmienda 

Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los Estadoun-
idenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de 

cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director 
de Operaciones y Atletismo, 623-435-6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 

N. 43rd Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301.
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tradition with feeder schools

On Nov. 9, 2017, Thunderbird High School 
NJROTC took two Color Guard teams, consist-
ing of 9 cadets, to Mountain Sky Junior High 
School and Lookout Mountain Elementary  
School to  participate in  their Veterans Day Cel-
ebrations. Lookout Mountain was a new engage-
ment. 

Based on their warm reception of our  cadets, 
and their impressive ceremony put on by the 
students, faculty, and staff,  it appears these two  
ceremonies will be a continued three-tier rela-
tionship between THS, Mountain 
Sky and Lookout Mountain schools 
in  the future. 

The NJROTC  loves  giving  back  
to  our  community and  appreci-
ate the  total community  relations 
shared  by all.  Coordinators were 
Principal Perry Mason from Moun-
tain Sky Junior High, and  Laura 
May Meyer, music teacher from 
Lookout Mountain. 

CDR Otis McCall
NJROTC


